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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


Home for the Holidays: A Survival Guide, in Brief 


I was raised in a culture of alcohol, violence 
and firearms. A man’s merit was based around 
these things. Substance abuse, fistfights, foot- 
ball, hockey, hunting—these seem to be the 
pillars of my homeland. (I was once punched in 
the back of my head so hard it’s a curious thing 
that I’m even alive—I then turned and broke 
my hand on the assailant’s face.) And while my 
father is sympathetic to marginalized groups, 
he is a product of his environment; he’s highly 
conservative. My cousins, however, go beyond 
that and have passionately subscribed to QA- 
non’s dangerous malarkey: They believe in the 
healing powers of Ivermectin, my aunt floods 
my sister’s inbox with anti-vaccine misinforma- 
tion, etc. Her son, who’s my age and who has 
bipolar disorder, had a couple years ago gotten 
his hands on my dad’s AR-15, and retrieving it 
was one of the most terrifying experiences of 
my life (1 have tried, and failed, to describe the 


look in my cousin’s empty eyes as we sat alone 
in his house that night, when I leaned across 
the table and said, “I’m not leaving without that 
gun,” hands trembling in my lap; propped up 
in his bedroom closet, the gun was not only 
loaded but there was a round in the chamber). 

We'll all be home for the holidays. 

My approach in the past has been abrasive 
confrontation—shutting down the conversa- 
tion or remark, and then holding eye contact 
until the offending party looks away. This 
not only causes everyone in my periphery to 
squirm, but it spurs a lot of unnecessary stress 
inside me. 

Tve been discussing this with my therapist, 
and she has urged me to practice patience with 
aggressive people, family or no, and to calmly 
and evenly diffuse the situation by steering a 
controversial subject into more comfortable 
waters. As head coach for Special Olympics 


basketball, I became adept at diffusing conflict 
frequently. But I was much more patient with 
my team than with my family. 

My therapist is right. This is a highly sen- 
sitive time for everyone, regardless of political 
ideology. If there are conflicting beliefs (or flat- 
out nonsensical prejudices, etc.) around the 
holiday table, the best recourse is the most dif- 
ficult: Show restraint and patience. Smile at the 
offending party, and calmly say something like, 
“Why don’t we talk about something a little less 
sensitive.” Then pivot: “Richard, how’s college 
going? Choose a major yet?” Attention redirect- 
ed, just like that. 

The fact is that, no matter what we believe, 
we're not much different, molecularly. We sim- 
ply choose to allow a different view to come in. 
If patience and tolerance were muscles, the hol- 
idays can feel like a marathon workout. Flex. ॥ 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Fear Is a Many-Splendored Thing 


A recent short piece by CNN writer Sandee 
Т. LaMotte, “Why Am I a Scaredy-cat and You're 
Not: The Science of Fright,” offered thoughts on 
why there are horror aficionados and those who 
dive under the seats at a hint of blood. 

I realized I don't go to horror movies, or 
haven't for a long time. They either had ridiculous 
monsters or, as technigues grew more sophisti- 
cated, escalated special effects to over-the-top, 
cringe-worthy extremes. I don't stop to gawk at 
traffic accidents—I don't need to see heads ex- 
plode on screen. 

Tve read plenty of horror novels, mysteries 
and thrillers, but even there, there are limits. At 
some point, and all readers differ if they have lim- 
its at all, forensic detail can tip over into torture- 
porn. Admittedly, if one reads horror or mystery, 
there's bound to be unpleasantness, but so there 
is in Anna Karenina or Madame Bovary. As to 
fire, consumers are drawn to a dangerous film or 
book, but choose their personal degree of heat, 
keeping some distance, yet eager to see how oth- 
ers handle disaster. As to cinematic mayhem, 
just gruesome doesn't work for me (would most 
viewers pay to attend an ER of a Saturday night?) 


and the noise in theaters today is beyond (my) 
bearing—even the amazing Ring conglomerate 
over-audio'd. 

The article posited that the age at which one 
sees a scary film can define its impact. When I 
was, oh, five or six, a little group of us was treated 
to a Disney film (Fantasia? Snow White? I don’t 
remember). One little boy was so terrified and 
screamed to such a frequency he was taken away. 
This was pre-TV—everything was one-shot and 
overwhelming. (I enjoyed it, but then my dad told 
me bedtime stories about the Lindbergh kidnap- 
ping, and would jump out at me from shadows 
with a yell...) 

Questioned recently about my most trauma- 
tizing movie as I kid, remembered Hitchcock’s 
Strangers on a Train. Not for its intrigue and 
murder, but the finale’s runaway carousel; the 
horses pumping up and down, wooden eyes wide 
as the whole structure began to tilt off center; the 
agonizing, drawn-out minutes as a carny worker 
shimmied underneath to reach the controls at the 
center; everything exploding as he yanked the le- 
ver. Dad took me to see it when I was 10, and the 
plunging horses, the riders’ screams, were per- 


haps still too close in time to the Hartford Circus 
Fire from which Dad had saved me when I was 
three. 

But back to horror. Val Lewton made grade B 
films in the 1940s that for me equal or surpass the 
fanciest EFX today. Lewton (with Jacques Tour- 
neur) knew how to draw suspense to the knife’s 
edge without resorting to a chainsaw or torture 
chamber: 

A woman swims alone at night in an indoor 
pool. Glints of light sparkle on the water, little 
wavelets plash against the tile. An unseen pres- 
ence, hoarse panting. The swimmer screams. 
Nothing. She screams and help arrives. Noth- 
ing. But when she’s handed her bathrobe, it’s in 
shreds. 

Cat People, 1942, budget $135,000. Lewton’s 
genius was making the viewer do the heavy lift- 
ing. He supplied the shadows, unsettling sounds, 
the knowledge of something large and dangerous 
impending, but nothing you—nor the actor—ac- 
tually sees. (Tip: Google “Lewton Bus.”) 

Give me that inner panic and ГЇЇ rush to see 
your movie, buy your book. ॥ 
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Business: New Gild Jewelers 
Your Name: Jen Bellefleur 
Job Title: Co-Owner 


Give us a brief overview of your busi- 
ness and what services you provide the 
community: We're an artisan jewelry studio, 
making full custom diamond and gemstone 
jewelry, as well as one-of-a-kind jewelry for our 
gallery collections. We do expert antique reno- 
vations and repairs on all your jewelry. We do 
things the old fashioned way, with very beau- 
tiful results-the secret ingredient? Love. We 
love what we do, and we love serving our com- 
munity; that love infuses our pieces with soul. 

How many years have you been in busi- 
ness? We'll be celebrating our 5th birthday in 
the spring! We're so excited and grateful. 

What’s something unique we should 
know about your business? We operate in a 
holistic way, always asking what is best for our 
clients, our employees, the community, and the 
environment. All of our employees rave about 
the positive way they're treated at work-after 
all, we spend more time together than we do 
with our families-why not lead with love? 

What's your favorite thing about your 
job? Hearing couples tell me about their love 
stories is my favorite thing about my job. Be- 


BIZ BUZZ | BY LINDA RAINES 


ing with people as they mark the most special 
occasions in their lives is a sacred opportunity. 

What's the best thing about working 
with the LGBTQ community? Given the fact 
that LGBTQ people are marginalized and per- 
secuted in so many areas of their lives, I’m very 
grateful to be able to play a small part in their 
love stories, and to provide them with a beauti- 
ful and loving experience-just as it should be. 

Does your business have anything new, 
fun or unique happening on the horizon? 
We've just launched New Gild Gem Lab, where 
we identify precious and semiprecious gems, 
test metal for type and karatage, inspect gems 
for treatments, and authenticate some watch 
brands. We can work with jewelry pieces or 
loose gemstones. Our services are conducted 
entirely in-house, using industry leading tech- 
nology, our deep bench of experience, and a va- 
riety of certifications and accreditations. Your 
items will not only be safe and secure, but han- 
dled with care, confidence, skill and expertise. 

If you weren't doing your current job, 
what would you be doing? Living and work- 
ing somewhere in Southern California, with 
my husband and our rescue dog, Bullet. I'd 
work on my paddle boarding! ॥ 


inspired others. We call that being empowerful. 50 years ago, Pride 
began as a movement to push the world forward, and your courage 
continues to pave a path. As you relentlessly strive for equal access 
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TRAVEL| BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Sanibel and Fort Myers - 
Antidote to Winter 


It’s 30 degrees outside as I write this col- 
umn, and as a longtime Minnesotan, I know 
what the next six months will bring: weather 
only a masochist can bear. (And they, too, have 
been known to utter a few expletives when it’s 
minus-whatever and the car won’t start.) But 
most Minnesotans have learned a few survival 
skills. Top on the list of coping techniques is 
this one: Pull out a credit card and hop a plane 
to Florida. 

Maybe you’ve done Miami, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Orlando—the Florida of high-rises, glam 
and glitz and endless queues for its attractions. 
This year (thanks, Covid) may not be the ide- 
al time to fight for a square foot of space in a 
packed nightclub or over-crowded beach. It’s a 
grand excuse to succumb to the temptation to 
sneak under the radar and kick back. 

Sanibel Island is waiting. This special isle is 
reached by a magical spin over the three-mile 
connecting causeway 45 minutes southwest of 
Fort Myers (non-stop flights from MSP). 

Sanibel is everything Miami is not: an an- 
tidote to stress and image-preening—simply 
a lush, palm-framed slice of Eden dividing the 
Gulf of Mexico from San Carlos Bay, where 
your most pressing decision of the day will 
be which beach to wander. They’re all easily 
reachable by bike or golf cart (available at your 
resort) and all kept natural. No daily raking, no 
volleyball net—just mile after meandering mile 
of sandy shoreline packed—packed!—with sea 
shells, earning Sanibel the title of America’s 
shelling capitol. 

It seems to be the seagull capitol, too, judg- 
ing from the scores of birds that fussily patrol 
the sand, like avian renditions of Charlie Chap- 
lin. Overhead, squadrons of pelicans fly in for- 
mation, then perform their signature kamikaze 
dives. And what about those sunsets? Extrava- 
ganzas of flamingo pink fade to lavender, then 
deep purple as the giant orb melts into the sea. 

Sundials, my home for the week, is one of 
Sanibel’s primo resorts, a mini-village of low- 
rise condos aside the Gulf offering tennis and 
pickleball courts, multiple heated swimming 
pools and a fitness center, along with a portfolio 
of restaurants ranging from the casual Tiki Bar 


to a pizza/ice cream parlor, a Japanese steak- 
house, and the ocean-view tables that border 
the main building, where I inhaled breakfast in 
the open air, then returned for a lunch of sea- 
food tacos. But I was far from the first to dis- 
cover this nirvana: Many an LGBTQ wedding 
has been performed here, too. 

Or venture wider to explore. Mound House, 
of 1889, is the oldest standing structure in 
these parts. Examine its mostly original fur- 
nishing, then sign on for kayaking lessons or 
wildlife tours. The namesake mound itself, ex- 
plains guide Dexter North, was made by the 
Calusa, a native tribe that occupied the land 
2,000 years ago—long before Europeans ar- 
rived in the 1500s. The mound turns out to be 
their repurposed recycling center, composed 
of discarded shells of oysters, a diet mainstay. 
The tribe lived atop its grass covering, utilizing 
its height (in flat-flat Florida, yes—this counts 
as tall) offering protection from hurricanes and 
flooding. A few shell tools remain, says Dexter: 
hammers, knives, and the working end of the 
spear-like adl adl, used to hunt deer. Under his 
tutelage, we try our skill at throwing it. Alas, no 
deer for us on the menu tonight. 
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Fast forward to Fort Myers in the days of 
the Civil War. The fort represented the south- 
ernmost U.S. land post in the heart of the Con- 
federacy, defended by Black and white troops 
sent from New York. After the war, both Black 
and white settlers moved in. Soon those new- 
comers became divided by the proverbial rail- 
road tracks, with the Safety Hill side a haven 
for Black families under curfew. On this side 
of the tracks, an entire Black community soon 
flourished— businesses, hospitals, churches, 
and a schoolhouse now located aside Roberto 
Clemente Park, open to visitors. Betty Adams 
leads us through its photo and artifact gallery, 
from the original clanging school bell of 1942 
to accounts of those who grew to be entrepre- 
neurs, and entertainers, plus the annual Eman- 
cipation Celebration she vividly recalls. 

Not far down the road stands the estate of a 
Northerner who honeymooned in Fort Myers 
in 1886. Back then it was a sleepy little village, 
pop. 349, but a visiting Thomas Edison had a 
vision: “There is only one Fort Myers, and 90 
million people are going to find out,” he proph- 


Breathtaking ceremony and reception site surrounded by views of the city. We are dedicated to creating an occasion that honors the love you share. 
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Kayak lessons at Mound Hoüse 


esied. He promptly purchased 13.5 acres along 
the river and designed himself a winter vaca- 
tion home, where guests included the young 
engineer he hired in Detroit to work on vehi- 
cles, Henry Ford. 

Ford bought himself an adjoining villa two 
years later. Today both gracious, fully fur- 
nished residences are open to view, along with 
the lab in which Edison conducted his rubber 
research and a garage showcasing 14 of his 
vehicles, leading off with the iconic Model A. 
A museum exhibits some of the man’s inven- 
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tions, including early phonographs and cam- 
eras. The estate borders a dreamy Moonlight 
Garden, his wife's pet project, all aglow with 
white blossoms at night. 

Even the Minnesota Twins love to escape 
winter and head to Fort Myers for spring train- 
ing. (So do Boston's Red Sox.) Avid fans line up 
for tickets at the CenturyLink Sports Complex. 
Thatis, if they can bear to leave the beach. For 
more information contact The Beaches at Fort 
Myers and Sanibel at 239-338-3500 and join the 
seagulls on the sand. ॥ 
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THE HEAD TABLE 


In Conversation with Bret Bannon 


By Е.К. Shaffer 


Few things stress me out more than being in the kitchen. My cooking 
space always feels inadequate in some way for the grand culinary ideas І 
have in my mind, so they often never come to fruition. Not to mention that 
after two years of social distancing, I haven’t had people to cook for! It’s hard 
to get motivated to cook during a global pandemic, but luckily for chef and 
instructor Bret Bannon of the famed Bret’s Table, his pure love of cooking 
actually flourished. 

“In the pandemic,” he says, “I was still cooking quite a bit and then giving 
food away. People would come to my door—you know, I'll set it on the stoop 
and you enjoy it.” Everything from cheesecake to gnocchi, Bret was able to 
find people on Facebook to share his delicious cooking with, even while iso- 
lated. But sharing great food isn’t the only thing Bret loves—he also relishes 
sharing the knowledge of how to create that food. 

“If you give somebody a meal, that’s one meal,” he says. “If you teach 
somebody how to cook, they can go off running and share their passion with 
others.” 

Bret has been cooking since he could reach the stove, and has since 
taught culinary classes at top cooking schools, led culinary tours Paris, Bur- 
gundy and in Provence, and has worked alongside fellow food maestros Suvir 
Saran, Rocco DiSpirito, Anne Willian, Joanne Weir, Jeffrey Alford and Zoé 
Francois. His website, Bret’s Table, boasts classes, and, among a range of 
offerings, detailed recipes from his own oeuvre. 

“I was never shunned from the kitchen,” he says. “I often hear that moms 
or dads didn’t like their kids being in the kitchen underfoot. But my mom and 
my dad and my grandmothers were always welcoming. So, my whole life has 
been around food.” 

Being a chef, however, wasn’t always the dream. In fact, at one point Bret 
wanted to be a monk. 


“I did my graduate and undergraduate in two Benedictine Monasteries,” 
he says, “and they are all about hospitality. So, food and hospitality became my 
gig. Then I went to France and fell in love with everything French. I worked 
at Cooks [of Crocus Hill] for a long time, both as a volunteer, and then when I 
ran the school, I was meeting all the local chefs. So I was surrounding myself 
with other people who loved food. That’s really how I learned cooking: stand- 
ing next to these amazing chefs.” 

After trying out the high-pressure food scene in New York, he found the 
restaurant business wasn’t the environment to nurture his creativity. “I don’t 
want to be someone who’s making a hundred chocolate crème brûlèes or 
thousands of truffles because I get bored too easily,” he says. “I would much 
rather teach than execute the same thing the same way.” 

Working as a business analyst by day, he cultivates that creative freedom 
and love of teaching into Bret’s Table. Still, as much as he loves innovation, 
Bret prizes tradition just as much—especially around the holidays. He points 
out that without staples like pumpkin pie or turkey, there can be some disap- 
pointment around the table. “It’s that balance of new and old, history and 
memory,” he says. “You know, one year instead of a pumpkin pie I did pump- 
kin tamales, with caramel sauce and whipped cream.” 

But Bret, ever humble, knows that not everyone is up to that kind of chal- 
lenge. His philosophy is a simple one: bring your best, whatever your best is. 
"It's all about being welcome and putting people at ease and enjoyment,” he 
says, “whether that’s ordering pizza or putting on a five-course meal. I want 
to always have the best—not for me, but for you.” 

He adds: “You put your other life aside to be present around the table. To 
be vulnerable with maybe not knowing a particular ingredient. To be open 
with the other guests at the table.” 

As for my own culinary misgivings, talking with Bret definitely helped. He 
assured me that there’s no shame in starting with something simple—espe- 
cially if you’ve spent a good portion of the last two years eating frozen meals 
and takeout. 

“You have to have an interest,” he says. “You know, not everybody enjoys 
cooking. I get that. But you also have to have people who appreciate good 
food. I cook for my audience. I want to make them feel welcome, to enjoy that 
experience, whatever that experience is.” 

For more information, check out BretsTable.com. ॥ 
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TS A WONDERFUL LIFE, LIVE! 


An Audience Favorite Returns to Stillwater’s 
Zephyr Theatre After Pandemic Hiatus 


By Conlan Carter 


November marks the beginning of the holiday season (when, exactly, to 
begin playing Christmas carols is a matter of opinion). But for local theatre 
companies, like Stillwater’s Zephyr Theatre, November means preparing 
for the annual Christmas show, a stage adaptation of the classic film It’s 
a Wonderful Life. But unlike the 1946 film, Zephyr Theatre’s production 
promises a one-of-a-kind experience that only live performance can deliver. 

The script, originally adapted as a live radio performace by Tony Pal- 
ermo in 2005, tells the story of George Bailey, a down-on-his-luck business- 
man looking to escape town and his debts through suicide. A fledgling an- 
gel, Clarence (to be played by Patrick O’Brien, whom audience members 
may recognize as Mr. Dewey from Saved by the Bell) intervenes, instead 
showing George all the good he’s accomplished for his neighbors by stay- 
ing in town. 

Fans of other Christmas classics will recognize inspiration from Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, but according to Executive Director Calyssa 
Hall, Zephyr Theatre is returning to this particular story at their audienc- 
es’ requests: “We get letters consistently [from past audience members] 
watching George's cycle of depression . . . People that are in tears after 
the show, and they’ll write letters saying it was really impactful for their 
teenagers that are struggling with depression.” Much in the spirit of the 
show, it seems, audience members are bound to experience the lesson of 
the play, “Well what do you have?’ Instead of worrying about all of these 
things you dream your life [could be] and you're not there . . . It’s a good 
time to remember it is a wonderful life.” Holiday seasons are often fraught 
with mental health issues, and the best stories-like this one-can help those 
of us who are struggling feel seen and supported. 

Seeing how the show resonated with audience members in its original 
2019 production, Zephyr, like many theatre companies around the world 
last holiday season, put in extra creative hours to bring It’s a Wonderful Life 
to fans in a unique at-home format. 2020 audiences received hand-assem- 
bled boxes full of 26 wrapped gifts and a recording of the show in radio for- 
mat, complete with prompts from “the angel” to open gifts like candy canes, 
confetti snow, and a mix of bottled aromas at key moments in the story. 


M 8 = 
® 


Photo courtesy of Zephyr Theatre 


Attendees of the returning stage version will be treated to their own 
dynamic performance, moving between Zephyr’s two stages and bar 
throughout the show (all developed out of the historic Minnesota Zephyr 
Train Depot in which Zephyr Theatre resides). A difficult task for any the- 
atre company operating without COVID guidelines, but Zephyr Theatre 
hopes that the carefully planned live shows will allow for some real, safe, 
and much-needed human connection. Associate Artistic Director Randal 
Berger says that theatregoers should always expect a memorable night of 
theatre that’s as inventive as it is delightful: “The types of theatre we do and 
the way that we work with [our local audience] . . . Stillwater does have that 
kinda [feeling of] ‘Come up on the porch, let’s sit down and chat for a while 
апа take you somewhere you might not have thought you were gonna go.” 

Tickets for the show, which runs from December 3rd through January 
2nd, can be found at StillwaterZephyrTheatre.org. For fans of the movie 
Clue, grab your tickets now for the final weekend of the live adaptation, 
running through November 21st. ॥ 
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“BLACK NATIVITY” 


Returns to Penumbra Theatre’s Stage 


By Linda Raines 


Penumbra Theatre is back for another season and unveiling its beloved holiday tradition of Black 
Nativity. Under the musical direction of Sanford More, Nativity returns to the stage with a dynamic 
mix of familiar faces and new additions. The production will boast new lead vocals and choreography 
by Leslie Parker, and will feature the soul-stirring sounds of the Kingdom Life Church Choir. 

Black Nativity, originally written by Langston Hughes, was one of the first plays penned by an 
African-American playwright to be staged in а 1961 off-Broadway production. The show is a jubilant 
retelling of the Nativity story with an uplifting and joyful score that features both traditional Christmas 
carols sung in a gospel style, as well as songs written specifically for the show. 

This is a must-see holiday experience, and audiences will be undoubtedly moved by its exultant 
score—a production in line with Penumbra’s mission for creating a center of racial healing and a 
haven for dynamic performing arts: a safe space for learning, inspiration, creativity, and a pathway to 
more inclusive, compassionate and ethical community in our community. 

Please note that Penumbra will be observing COVID-19 safety protocols and requiring 
all audience members to be masked inside the venue. Proof of vaccine will also be required, 
and children under 12 and non-vaccinated ticket holders will need to provide proof of a nega- 
tive COVID-19 PCR test received within 72 hours prior to performance to be attended. ॥ 


Black Nativity 
December 2 - 24 
Penumbra Theatre, 270 N. Kent St., St. Paul, MN 55102 a 
For tickets, call (651) 224-3180 or visit www.penumbratheatre.org Photos by Caroline Yang Photography 
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MINNESOTA DANCE 
THEATRE PRESENTS: 
The Nutcracker 


By Isaac Jol 


Endless applause can now be heard rumbling from inside our the- 
aters. Finally, the unexpected hiatus of live performance is at its end and 
it couldn’t be more exciting for performers and audience members alike. 
The Minnesota Dance Theatre is among those thrilled to be returning 
to the stage—and continues to bring their long tradition of dance excel- 
lence, which started back in 1962. 

In mid October, MDT held their first live performance in 21 months. 
And company dancers Adrian Pastén, Zachary Tuazon and Jake Lewis 
were more than ready to enter stage left. 

“Tt was very exciting and exhilarating!” Pastén says. 

“We only practiced a couple bows,” Tuazon adds, “but the conductor 
queued us for some extra ones because the audience was so ‘in it.” 

Lewis says, “To hear an applause at the end of the show was some- 
thing I knew I missed, but I don’t think I realized exactly how much.” 

The three dancers are riding the crest of that exhilarating wave into 
rehearsals for MDT’s upcoming performances of Loyce Houlton’s be- 
loved Nutcracker Fantasy. This will be its 57th year. 

For Pastén, Tuazon and Lewis, their commitment to craft “doesn’t 
end when you get home,” Pasten says. “Youre doing stretch- 
es, so that the next day you can work.” 
That passion and dedication shines on- 
stage. MDT company members start 
their 9-12 hours days with ballet class, 
rehearsals all afternoon, and then 
teaching in MDT’s school. 

MDT dancers each learn multiple 
parts for Houlton’s Nutcracker. 
This allows for dancers to fill 
in should anything unex- 
pected arise. It’s “also if 
someone wants to come 
to more than one,” Lew- 
is explains, “they get 
to see a show that was 
different than the one 
they saw before,” plus 
"its more entertain- 
ing for us as dancers." 

Loyce Houlton 
“was pretty masterful 
in choreographing some- 
thing thats like a huge 
mosaic,” Tuazon adds. “If 
you wanted to see all the parts 
you'd have to see it multiple 
times, because you wouldn't 
be able to keep up in a singu- 
lar performance." 


Photos by Jeffrey Pedersen 
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One of the greatest things about art is its openness to interpretation 
and adaptation. Houlton's Nutcracker boasts of timelessness and nostal- 
gia. ^I really like this version," Lewis says. "The choreography still feels 
very relevant and it doesn't feel like I’m doing a ballet that's been around 
for 50 years." 

"It doesn't feel stagnant in any way," says Tuazon. “It definitely has an 
edge to it that makes it something different." 

The casting and the abundance of activity onstage in the opening 
scene informs how things play out in the rest of the ballet. In order to 
spot those connections, audiences must, Tuazon attests, "keep their eyes 
peeled for those little things." 

Traditionally, the main antagonist in the story is the Mouse—or, іп 
some iterations, Rat—King. But, Pastén tells us,“Loyce originally casted 
the role as a queen, she's not even a villain, just trying to protect her 
children." Loyce's rat queen is "fierce" and "all of the women that are 
learning the role are great at it, and are killing it." 

MDT's current director, now in her 26th year, is Loyce Houlton's 
daughter Lise. She continues to carry the mantle of her mother's vision- 
ary and brilliant artistry. The entire production consists of atleast 90 stu- 

dent dancers from MDT’s school, 12 professional company mem- 

bers, and a 44-piece orchestra conducted by Philip Brunelle. 
The production also features breathtaking 
set design, original 1960s costumes by Ju- 
dith Cooper, and, of course, pyrotechnics. 
"[That's] very exciting," Pastén says, 
lighting up: “We basically have fireworks 
onstage." 

Loyce Houlton's Nutcracker Fantasy 

consistently ranks as one of the 

top productions in the U.S. and 
is also one of the oldest in the 
country, along with George 
。 Balanchine's The Мин 
_ ෆෲ cracker in New York. 
“Most companies 
don’t have quite as much 
of a history,” says Lewis. 
“When I first moved here every- 
one said, “Оһ my gosh! Have you 
seen MDT's Loyce Houlton's 
Nutcracker Fantasy? So it’s 
quite a staple.” 

Tickets are on sale now for 
Houlton’s Nutcracker at the 
State Theatre from December 

- 17 - 22, 2021. Opening night, 
3 December 17th, 2021, is Laven- 
\ | der night at the State Theatre. H 
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FROM UTICA, WITH LOVE: 


Drag Race Star Utica Queen Returns Home 
with Costume Exhibition 


By Conlan Carter 


Hailing from Utica, MN (pop. 291), Utica Queen recently skyrocketed to inter- 
national fame after killing it on the latest Emmy-winning season of RuPaul’s Drag 
Race. Ethan Mundt, otherwise known as Utica Queen, will soon be featured in 
a dynamic, first-of-its-kind exhibit at the Rochester Art Center. Homecoming 
Queen will feature a variety of Utica’s most iconic costumes—approximately 20 
in-person—as well as large-scale photographs, original design sketches, and 
a short film on the artist’s process. For those outside the Rochester area, the 
exhibit will also feature a ticketed virtual experience for fashion, art and drag 
fans alike. 

We recently had a sit-down with Utica to discuss the upcoming exhibition, 
post-Drag Race feelings, and creating a community of like-minded queens. 


You have so many fans around the world, especially now since we’re only a few 

months past your debut on national television. But let’s begin by addressing the 

folks entering this exhibit who may be new to the drag scene. Can you tell us a bit 

about your entry into drag, is there someone or something that inspired you? 
I grew up in a ho-dunk farm town. Tve always been a creator, been crafting. Going on 

[Drag Race] was actually the first experience of me “being ¿z the work." I’ve been a lo- 

cal performer. I started off in Minneapolis with my drag career and then now moving 

over to Chicago. It was usually just creating and then performing on smaller stages, 

and, you know, showcasing these big gowns, these crazy pieces of work. But then 

to just be plucked from all that to showcase it on the big screen—that’s amazing. 


You went to Hamline University, right? 

I went to Hamline and studied Costume Design and Fine Art and Modern Dance, 
that was my kinda jush. It’s like I went to school for drag . . . like everything I went to 
school for is right in line with what I do now. And I think that’s so cool. 


It sounds like a natural trajectory for you into drag. Is that the same stuff that inspires 
you now? How has that sort of sharpened now, post-international tour, post-Drag Race? 
Should we expect anything different from Utica in the years to come? Is there some- 
thing you’re aiming for now? 

I would say that I just wanna continue the art-making. I finally got to the point in my career 
where I can create the things that are happening in my head. I remember, for years I would 
always wonder, How can I do these crazy things I’m thinking of? But now I’ve gotten to the point 
where, with enough training and enough validation from going on the show and with these amaz- 
ing opportunities to put the work into an exhibit, that what I’m doing in my head is coming to 
fruition in these full-bodied stories. 

There are some artists I’m inspired by. Like, I love [Wassily] Kandinsky. I love fine artists who 
create these bizarre shapes and these crazy little vignettes of time with their pieces. I’m also very 
inspired by some artist drag queens that are so, so talented—like [winner, Drag Race season 
eight] Sasha Velour is one of my favorite drag humans. She definitely inspired me to go for 
what’s happening in my head. 


Utica Queen. 
Photo by Trevor Beaty 


For your fans who maybe only know you from the small screen: we’ve heard you 
describe Utica Queen as “kooky” “spooky” and a “look queen.” You’ve said that 
you like being a lot of things at once, and you definitely have a charismatic pres- 
ence that’s very high-energy, but equally welcoming. Is there a specific way you’d 
describe Utica Queen now, especially post-Drag Race? 

You actually said a bunch of the things. Above all I love people. I love this art form. And I 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


really am a huge fan of drag. So I want to do my best to showcase that and 
showcase the love that І have for this work. By being welcoming, by being 
kind, and to create stories on that stage and in my pieces. Ultimately, I think 
I'm more than a drag human, more than an artist—I’m a storyteller. I feel 
like drag, at its core, that’s what it’s all about: taking people out of this world 
for at least a few minutes. And to showcase a little bit of your heart to them, 
show them something more. 


You really seem to light up when talking about your hometown. Now 
that you’re officially homecoming, how are you feeling about bring- 
ing your drag to southern MN? 

Amazing. Utica is my name, and when I chose it, I wanted to pay hom- 
age to this tiny little farm town that raised me and gave me this opportunity 
for creative expression. It’s kind of like a thank-you, a way to bring it back 
home, because that’s where it all started. In a way, having my work dis- 
played so close to home, it feels right to give back to this amazing place. 


Okay, let’s talk about the show itself, and let’s start with the physical 
looks we'll be seeing live. Which, we have to say, you've really cho- 
sen some good ones. [No spoilers, but fans of Utica are very likely 
to see more than one iconic costume.] Can you tell us a bit about the 
selection process? These looks feel like you're really giving fans of 
yours exactly what we'd love to see up close. 


A lot of my work lives in the realm of fantasy, an Alice in Wonderland-type 
of environment. Like with the [Drag Race] promo [outfit], the triple hats, 
the Mad Hatter references. I like to think that each one of the pieces that 
goes into this exhibit needs to tell a story, but also have a thread with all the 
other pieces in it. 


Even with the pressure-cooker of Drag Race, you seem like someone 
with an interesting collaborative style. Do you often collaborate on 
looks for Utica? 

I do collaborate, yes. I really believe that this art form is a community. 
It's a chance to take each other's minds and bring them together to create 
something. It takes a family to create this work. Doing it all alone, also, is no 
fun. Why would you want to, like, seclude drag to just yourself? Pull other 
artists in. 

I got the opportunity to collaborate with [winner, Drag Race season 13] 


Photo by Ben Seagren 


Symone, and we got to embody and showcase each other's work. But now, 
of course with the bandwidth of being Utica and going around the world and 
performing, I've been trying to collaborate as much as I can. For example, 
Tve collaborated with Kimorah Hall, and we have some more work com- 
ing—and I love her dearly. I got to do some duets with Denali on the [recent 
UK] tour. I love to be the person to kinda dip my toes into other people's art 
forms and walk in their shoes a little bit. 


As someone with a ton of younger fans who look up to you, do you 
see drag as a vehicle for kindness and advocacy? 

Absolutely. Drag is all about being the best possible versions of ourselves 
that we can possibly imagine, and showing that version to everyone we see. 
This art form, it's made to, like, fuck the patriarchy. It's about protest and 
about sharing our queer stories with the rest of the world and saying that 
“we are here, we are valid, we are amazing artists.” And I feel like it's finally 
an opportunity for us to come together as a community through our differ- 
ences. I've been lucky enough to have a lot of peers who feel the same way I 
do, and I feel like we're going to continue the vibration. 


This is quite possibly the first time a drag queen has ever been fea- 
tured as a visual artist in a museum format. How does it feel to be a 
pioneer in this space? Is this something you'd be interested in doing 
in different versions of the future? 

Of course! I think this is so cool. Being the first of its kind, I will say, is 
bizarre to me. I feel like drag is such an interesting art form in itself—it’s 
interesting that it hasn't really been touched on in this light before. Moving 
forward, I just want to keep sharing it. Like, why not put it to the forefront? 
T'd love to see if I can get this show to travel. I would love for as many people 
to see it as possible. And for it to be put in a digital format, I think that's just 
so cool to have this opportunity to share with as many people as we can get. 
It's inspiring. But also, along the way, bring people in to see what we can col- 
laborate on together. This whole show is built on that collaboration of work. 
A lot of the costuming that I had assistance with are these amazing artists 
Гуе come across on my journey. Even the photos are from these amazing 
photographers. 

Homecoming Queen will open with an evening celebration on December 
4th and run through April 3rd, 2022. Additional information and tickets at 
rochesterartcenter.org. Ш 
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Grandma’s House Candle 
NosaSota & Co. 
A nostalgic fragrance that brings you back to holidays 
at Grandma's house with a delicious blend of ginger- 
bread, sugar, and spice. A variety of other scents are 
also available. LGBTO-owned and operated. 
$20.00 
wuww.nosasota.co 


© ノ “Frigid” Watercolor by Hannah С. Heyer 
Frameworks Gallery 
Custom Framed Watercolor Painting of Minnesota by local artist 
Hannah C. Heyer. 5x7 Frame, Archival mat and non-glare glass. 
$150 
www-frameworks-gallery.com 
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style. Wear this as a stylish accessory, as a wedding band, or as a 
promise ring! 


Ñ de. de ra „Ҹу 
dr м 4 ze 


From $775 
www.jewelrybyjohan.com/products/gibeon-meteorite-ring-in-titani- 
ට්‍ර um-1159 
x НИ i 
res jack FarTeLLS Case FOr CHIISTINAS ы Jack Farrell’s Case for Christmas 
ded! esci 7, H [| 
incu 12 Bottles of wine for 2170999 each ona of 4 Haskell's, The Wine People! | 
«we Chianti Riserva Banfi own Aguaribay Malbec Wine included! : Every year, Jack Farrell hand selects a case of wine to send out to 
E deor Bose aan Cotes OE E his friends and family. These 12 bottles are some of his favorites for 
E Tobias Formation Cabernet Sauvignon sa Mado en Provence — everyday drinking and are chosen for their delicious addition to the 
* Bu rm sas Bourgogne Пк OE = festivities of the season! A description of each wine and recipes are 
included! 
$179.99 


www.haskells.com 
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HOME | FOOD | CULTURE 


The Largest Selection 
For the Entire FAMILY 


ға Costumes 
da XSi Meaningful Gifts 3 
1601 EAST LAKE ST Lingerie & More Ẹ ir j 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN | tun | mm KE Ba 
P.612.729.9333 Tel. (651)-748-1185 Family owned and operated since 1994 
ingebretsens.com 2839 White Bear Ave. N Maplewood, MN 


HiasKell< 


[he Wu Feoplel 
Celebrating over 86 years with\great 
deals on wine, spirits, and beers! 


Visit us online at www.haskells.com 


12800-49623 66 


We deliver everywhere in the metropolitan area 


11 Metro Locations! 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 27 


GIFT GUIDE 


Holiday 
Gift Guide 


ーー UNITED AGAINST HATE = 
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Krayt Dragon Single Barrel 


Imperial Stout Gift Package 

56 Brewing 
One Heaven Hill Bourbon Single Barrel 750ml Bottle, 
One Appleton Estate Jamaican Rum Single Barrel 
750ml Bottle, Two Krayt Dragon Glasses, 56 Branded 
Bottle Bag 
$56 
www.56brewing.com/krayt-dragon 


New Era Vikings SKOL Pride T-Shirt 
Minnesota Vikings 
Show your Minnesota Vikings Pride every time you wear this t-shirt 
from New Era. This brushed crew T-shirt is made on 100% cotton. 
SKOL! 
$35 
www.shop.vikings.com 


United Against Hate Shirt 

HRC 
The United Against Hate T-Shirt celebrates coming together to make 
a positive impact in the world and demonstrate equality and pride, 
regardless of who you are. 100% of every purchase of our United 
Against Hate T-Shirt fuels HRC's fight for LGBTO+ equality. 
$29 
www.shop.hrc.org 


Pronoun Pins 

Queen on the Scene 
An upscale pronoun pin that's perfect for the office or on a denim 
jacket. One secure middle backing makes sure the pin stays in place. 
$10 each 
www.queenonthescene.com 


Great Lakes 


AQUARIUM 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 


E 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 


SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE UN (0 


WILLS & TRUSTS 
PDA W D E R 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OPEN DAILY 10-6 DULUTH, MN > GLAGUARIUM.ORG 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


GIFT GUIDE 


TANDEM VINTAGE 


Timelessness Is Always On Trend 


The whole world’s a stage, but for many it’s a runway. I certainly feel 
that way, every day. Especially now, as temperatures drop, it lends itself 
to the opportunity to stomp around and flaunt those new fashion finds. If 
you're shopping with a more conscious mind, there's a wonderful new shop 
in Kingfield, Minneapolis, to help you dress to impress this winter season. 

It takes over 1,800 gallons of water to produce a new pair of jeans. Don't 
do that. When you shop Tandem Vintage, you look—and feel—good, be- 
cause vintage and sustainability go hand-in-hand. A believer in karma and 
kindness, thoughtful master-thifter and Tandem owner Amanda Baumann 
loves every aspect about running her vintage clothing shop. Besides being 
the only person I have ever met that loves to do laundry and is a genius 
at removing stains, she adores helping customers find what makes them 
feel good. You can feel the “love and joy come through” in the colorful and 
meticulously curated items when you enter the store. 

Tandem Vintage is the result of a tedious and time-consuming search 
for the perfect retail space, and the hustle to build a vintage collection with 
a coast-to-coast following. For the last 15 years, when Baumann first joined 
the selling scene, Tandem and its previous iterations could be found at dif- 
ferent pop-ups in coffee shops, donut shops, hair salons, and at few resi- 
dent stays in existing clothing stores. For Baumann, though, the journey 
to owning her own shop has never felt like work. On days off, and even on 
her birthday, you'll find a caffeinated Baumann sourcing for herself and for 
the store. 

Baumann believes that fashion should be fun. “People sometimes take 
it too seriously or think about it too much,” she says. It’s time to let go, 
open your mind—and closet—to the possibilities and environmental (and 
humanitarian) benefits of vintage and slow fashion. And Baumann believes 
that we should “wear whatever you want, and wear what makes you feel 
good.” She dreams for customers to come in “who can be playful, like col- 
ors, and are open to trying new things.” 

For local LGBTQ entrepreneurs to open their own brick-and-mortars is 
an inspiring triumph. So far, the launch of Tandem has “been going really 
well.” Baumann reports that she’s experienced only a positive reception: 
“All of the shop owners around here have made an effort to come intro- 
duce themselves and welcome me to the neighborhood.” As a queer small 
business owner at an intersection that has seven woman-owned businesses, 
there are multiple reasons you're going to want to check it out. 

“There’s a lot of buzz around buying more sustainably and thinking 
about where things are made, how they’re made, and who’s making them,” 
says Baumann. “In line with shopping ethically, I think vintage is under that 
umbrella, and in turn it has grown in popularity.” She lives almost entirely a 
secondhand lifestyle. Everything she owns, wears and uses has been thrift- 
ed. There are enormous landfills dedicated to just clothing discarded from 
the U.S.—Tandem Vintage offers an opportunity to do your part to support 
local business and shop sustainably. 

Tandem can also serve as your one-stop shop this holiday season. They 
sell clothing for all bodies and genders, and, in addition, they have a va- 
riety of items for one’s home, from vintage coffee table books to vintage 
seasonal and holiday items. It’s not all vintage either, Tandem carries some 
“secondhand modern pieces I think are cute,” Baumann admits. Tandem 
plans to host local makers selling their wares and a queer-themed t-shirt 
line, sporting screen prints like “Trans Is Beautiful” and “So Gay I Can’t 
Even Think Straight”. 

The holiday season usually brings about a busy social schedule. Tan- 
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dem offers many festive fashion services for helping you spread second- 
hand cheer and reaching your full feel-good potential. Baumann is “always 
happy to do styling appointments to work with people one-on-one,” as well 
as rent vintage pieces out for events, photoshoots and runway shows. 

Even if it’s your own personal runway show, walking down the street, 
at work, or home for the holidays, you'll be doing good and looking fresh. 

Tandem Vintage can be found in the Kingfield neighborhood of Min- 
neapolis, at 316 W 38th St, Minneapolis, MN 55409, at www.tandemvintage. 
com and @tandemvintage on Instagram and Facebook. 


TANDEM'S THRIFTING TIPS: 

1. Edit Your Cart. Always go through one last time before checkout. 
Do I love this? Will I wear this? Do I have to have it? If it’s something for 
your home, know exactly where it’s gonna go in your house so you don’t 
end up with more clutter. 

2. Check for Damage. Look for any major stains, missing buttons, 
broken zippers. 

Know Your Measurements. Bring a measuring tape, then you don’t 
need a fitting room (many are currently closed). 

3. Look at Everything. Don’t just look at your size, or your gender, or 
just the clothes, you might find that amazing kaftan. 

4. Go Often. The more you go the more luck you'll have. The selection 
changes everyday. 

5. Smell it! Vintage can sometimes have a funk. Nine out of 10 times 
washing will get it out. Old smoke and mothball smells are really hard to 
get out even with a wash. Try Tandem’s odor removing secret of vinegar 
and sunshine: wash with a vinegar and water solution, and dry in the sun! ll 


Traditional Men's Barbering 
Give the gift of: 


Haircut - Beard Trim 
Hot Towel Shave — Facial Massage 


Gift cards — Apparel 
СВЕМО brand products 


www.tsarbarber.com 
651 — 247 — 1755 


2028 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 55116 


NEW GILD 


JEWELERS 


From weddings to Wednesdays. 


Full Custom 4300 Jewelry е Trusted and Award Winning Talent e Gallery of Independent 
Artisan Jewelry e Expert Restoration and Repair e Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 


4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 www.newgild.com 


Yule Be Sorry! 


Free $25 Gift Card! 


when you buy $100 in gift cards 


This offer is good from 
11/22/2021 - 1/02/2022 

Use QR code or Order online at 
pizzaluce.com/giftcard/lavender 
Curbside pickup orders require credit card 
and photo ID. 


Christmas Eve | Dec 24 | Closed 
Christmas Day | Dec 25 | Closed 
New Year's Eve | Dec 31 | Open 
New Year's Day | Jan 1 | Open 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


ENTERTAINMENT 


MISS RICHFIELD 1981 


All Hail The Queen 


With the holiday season looming and the leaves showing off their 
yearly glamour, our favorite local pageant-winning drag queen is busy: 
Miss Richfield 1981 has just wrapped up another successful summer in 
Provincetown, MA, and will soon be celebrating her 40-year career with 
her annual holiday show—but not before performing a couple of quick 
cruises through the tropics. I was able to catch up with Russ King, the 
man behind it all, to learn more about this stunning and everlasting per- 
sona. 

A Richfield, MN, native, Miss Richfield 1981 is a Minnesota gal 
through and through, with a strong love for her country and an enor- 
mous heart. King cites his late mother as an influence, and that maternal 
warmth is comforting and familiar—reminiscent of the first time your 
aunt told you a joke that required a wink after the punchline. Another in- 
fluence is Frances Faye, a bawdy, bisexual cabaret artist who performed 
for gangsters during prohibition. “She was brash, outspoken, and amaz- 
ing! A trailblazer and godmother to our community,” King says. Miss 
Richfield continues this long tradition of subversive women by show- 
ing us—through humor and song—that vulnerability is strength, that 
authenticity is to be cherished, and that being human can be fun: think 
Dolly Parton meets Lucy Ricardo, with a decent helping of Mae West. 

When asked how he got his start in drag, King says, “I first did drag 
at a Miss America party with friends. But I found it fun and wanted to try 
it on stage. So I took that pageant persona and Dee Richards offered me 
an opportunity to work on the stage of LaFemme. In the world of com- 
edy, it’s important to have roots and a story. So the pageant gave me a 
backstory for my character.” At the time, Gay 90s and other clubs in Min- 
neapolis had been doing drag shows for about a decade, and the culture 
was just beginning to branch out beyond the queer community. “When 
I first started at the 90s,” Richfield continues, “Dee Richards, Roxy, Ca- 
mille, Cee Cee and Tiffany had the 90s show running so professionally! 
It was such a magical time with a largely LGBTQ audience. Now I think 
we're in such an exciting time for the drag community! RuPaul’s Drag 
Race opened up the scene to a new audience of young people—and, let's 
face it, that's the future! It's exciting to see the kids getting so excited 
about drag and following the queens around and taking selfies." 

It's almost difficult to remember that not too long ago, nontraditional 
gender presentations and homosexual behavior were criminal offenses. 
Minneapolis passed an ordinance against cross-dressing in 1877, and le- 
gal protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or 
gender identity wasn't passed until 1992; Minnesota was the first state to 
pass such legislation. Those of us who weren't around to see Stonewall 
or the AIDS crisis must recognize what a risk it used to be to be openly 
queer, or simply perform in drag. The drag communities in Minneapolis 
and elsewhere began behind closed doors, celebrating and supporting 
each other as family, and now our moms watch RuPaul and our cowork- 
ers sink bottomless mimosas at drag brunch. The joy of artistic expres- 
sion—and personal truth—cannot be contained. 

During her live shows, Miss Richfield facilitates light-hearted con- 
versation about such serious topics, interacting with audience members 
from all over the world. Her past shows have contained both religious 


Photos by Lauren B Photography 
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and political themes, but as any good Min- 
nesotan, any judgment is (mostly) withheld. 
Leading with kindness and a healthy lack of 
shame, she’ll make you laugh, complain about 
her itchy wig, and then show you how to strut 
in seven-inch heels. She even plays the saw, 
which I imagine was instrumental in her 1981 
pageant win; her rendition of “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow” is both haunting and irrev- 
erent. 

Miss Richfield won't take the last cookie 
on the plate, but she will stand up for what she 
knows is right: “I was so proud of how people 
stood up and vocally and physically respond- 
ed to the killing of George Floyd," King says. 
"Those things were happening all over the 
country, but the protest started in the Twin Cit- 
ies. That's a badge of honor for us." Her Min- 
nesota pride is contagious, even when on the 
road. “Тігу to laugh about the long bye-bye's 
and hot dish, but also extend an educational 
message about our awesome Senator Amy 
Klobuchar, our LGBTQ+ community, recovery 
community, arts community—1 could brag on 
and on! I hope people understand how appre- 
ciative I am of the Twin Cities and the amazing 
opportunity it gave me to begin my work as an 
artist. I will always cherish and appreciate the 
Gay 90s, the Bryant Lake Bowl, and the Illu- 
sion Theater! These are institutions that were 
instrumental and helpful in offering me a plat- 
form for my art. I can't imagine a better place 
to have started my work and to return each 
holiday season for a wonderful homecoming!" 

This year's holiday show, “40 Years on the 
Holiday Throne," will be at the Illusion The- 
ater's new location in Kingfield, running from 
December 8 - 19. Tickets will be on sale soon, 
and if her summer in Provincetown was any in- 
dication, you might want to snag one quickly. 
After well over a year of lockdown and face 
masks, we're all ready to be serenaded by a 
beautiful baritone in pearls. Ё 


Thomas Nguyen 


Branch Manager 


LENDSMART 


100 Bridgepoint Dr. Suite 190 MORTGAGE 
South St. Paul, MN 55075 


LONMLS #372991, LSM NMLS #4474 


DIRECT: 612-222-1333 
OFFICE:651-330-1653 Be Smart. 
FAX: 612-465-3235 Choose LendSmart. 


tnguyen@LendSmartMortgage.com 
www.lendsmartmortgage.com 


CREATE YOUR 
UNIQUE 
HOLIDAY 
SURPRISE! 


Hundreds of unique designs customized to tell your story 


©) Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 
including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 
| pov online video consultation today to start 

designing your dream rings! 

Jonan ШОР 
TEWELRV BE-IMÄGINED www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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“UNION SUIT UNION” 


The Aliveness Project Raises Awareness 
By Making Minneapolis See Red 


By Terrance Griep 


A cry for help causes a bespectacled news- 
paper reporter to duck into an illit alley. Here, 
with only randy tomcats and spotted banana 
peels bearing witness, this rescuer doffs his 
glasses and strips away his outer garments. 
His liberated cape fluttering in the wake of his 
own passing, he steps into the urban light, lan- 
tern jawed and ready for action, revealing red 
trunks outside of a blue leotard clinging to his 
classically Homeric frame. 

That’s one version of heroism. 

A local nonprofit is providing an opportu- 
nity for a somewhat similar version of valor— 
without the blue leotard, but with nipples as 
hard as speeding bullets. Yes, fellow citizens, 
neither bird nor plane, the Aliveness Proj- 
ect's World AIDS Day Red Undie Run is here 
to grant you the opportunity to let your inner 
champion out. 

December 1st is World AIDS Day, wherein 
Planet Earth takes a 24-hour pause to remem- 
ber those who have died of HIV/AIDS-related 
causes—and wherein Planet Earth reminds 
itself of those who continue to struggle with 
those same causes, rallying behind the color 
of blood, of love and life. And the Aliveness 
Project, of course, is that stalwart body that de- 
scribes itself as “Minnesota’s leading commu- 
nity based organization of services, advocacy, 
and education for people living with or at risk 
for HIV," whose beneficiaries are known by the 
shame-free term “members.” 

As for the Red Undie Run, it’s “a premier 
community event that brings awareness to 
World AIDS Day and the work of the Aliveness 
Project,” according to the organization's web- 
site. This happening’s tagline is, “Strip Down, 
Shed Stigma,” and boy-howdy, does the Alive- 
ness Project ever mean it. “While the science 
around HIV has advanced, the stigma associ- 
ated with it has not,” notes Dylan Boyer, Event 
& Communications Manager at the Aliveness 
Project. “That is why we run, to end the stigma 
associated with HIV/AIDS.” 
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he Aliveness Project 


AN OUNCE OF PrEP-ARATION 


The smartest heroes preempt the hues and the 
cries that compose their raison d’etre. In that 
spirit, the Aliveness Project has announced the 
opening of Minnesota's first free PrEP clinic. 
PrEP is more than just a cool acronym— it 
means “pre-exposure prophylaxis,” which is 
Middle-High Doctorese for the administering 
of (FDA-approved) medication to high-risk 
individuals who are currently HIV negative, 
and who are determined to keep their risks as 
low as possible. Observes Dylan Boyer, Event 
& Communications Manager at the Aliveness 
Project, “With biomedical advancements like 
PrEP we know that people live long, healthy 
lives with HIV and have zero risk of transmit- 
ting the virus.’ The specifics of this service 

can be found at https://aliveness.org/member- 
services/#get-tested. 


Continued on page 36 


WORLD AIDS DAY 


DECEMBER 4, 2021 


START & END: 
MILL RUINS PARK 


* * ROUTE: 
ACROSS & BACK 
STONE ARCH BRIDGE 
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OG: Een 1 MILE FUN RUN * ROLL * WALK 
Ы ` FOR HIV/AIDS AWARENESS 
` ` FREE TO PARTICIPATE 
Ss 


MILL RUINS PARK 

102 Portland Ave S, 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
DECEMBER 4, 2021 


Check-in Opens: 11:30AM 


FREE REGISTRATION К 


[=] [=] COME AS YOU ARE 
of : UNDIES ENCOURAGED 


WARM UP PARTY TO FOLLOW 


Sponsors: 
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If your own magnanimous sensibility is 
parked at the intersection of Exhibition Street 
and Masochism Avenue, you're welcome to 
serve your community as a Red Undie Runner, 
too. Online registration is free in terms of mon- 
ey...but you're likely to pay with a downright 
Shakespearean pound of gooseflesh before all 
is said and run. 

Check-in is scheduled for 11:30am on De- 
cember 4th, 2021, at the Mill Ruins side of the 
Stone Arch Bridge. (If cartography isn't among 
your superpowers, following the gaggle of 
bouncy men, women, and others whose bare- 
ness is barely covered in crimson should get 
you where you need to be.) Here, you'll find 
clothing checks and changing booths. There, 
stigma will be stripped away—especially if 
you spell *stigma" M-Y-[space]-C-L-O-T-H-E-S. 
Conversely, footwear of any color is not only 
allowed but highly encouraged. 

At nigh noon, your heroism (among other 
things) will be on full display when the Red 
Undie Run of 2021 begins. You will proceed 
from one end of the landmark to the other, 
then back again, grinding out roughly a mile of 
skin-tingling, eye-tingling, and everything-else- 
tingling distance. Like all the best heroisms, 
yours will be rewarded with a 1:00pm warm-up 
after-party at the Eagle BOLT Bar. 


Continued on page 38 


ж Hawks View 


Cottages, Lodges & Suites 
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Quality That Lasts 


Our 40th Year In Business 


952-881-2244 


Grab your suitcase; Cozy up by the fireplace and relax in 
; ; utmost comfort. Take in the hawk's eye 
winter is the perfect views of the freshly blanketed snow, 
time == escape to surrounding the Mississippi River from the 
Hawk's View Cottages! warmth and comfort of your own room. 


Guests check in at our Seven Hawks Vineyards tasting room, wine shop & wine bar in downtown Fountain City, WI. 


"www.lesjonesroofing.com^ 


651-293-0803 or 866-293-0803 · Hawksview.net + Fountain City, WI 
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UNIVERSITY 


Turn your 

* Award-winning wine 

* One hour from the Twin Cities 

“ Curated wine and food pairings * into a 


= Beautiful and relaxing setting thriving career 


Details at www.DDWinery.com Acupuncture & Chinese Medicine 
4 Chiropractic • Massage Therapy 


Medical Assisting n" 

Medical Laboratory Science Є 

Р ж š Medical Laboratory Technology W 

We are Passionate А Post-Bac Pre-Health • Radiation Therapy | 


4 Radiologic Technology 


About Great Wine! SN 


D nwhealth.edu/lavender-info 
OFFA 


- a DDWinery.com 
artes] St. Croix Falls, Wis. 715.485 WINE Е 952-885-5409 © admitenwhealth.edu 


THE GREATER ST. CLOUD 
HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY 


Enter for your chance at one of four different 
prize packages worth over $300 each! 


2. Outdoor Lovers 


3. Experience 
Downtown 


4. Friends Getaway 


ロ Visit Greater j 
Olavendermagazine — ETT. бл W 
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Of course, heroism can manifest in less quixotic forms, as well, as evidenced by the Aliveness 
Projects Holiday Gift Program. This enterprise has worn many guises over the years. In some 
iterations, participating members would be “adopted” by a donor after submitting their gifty pref- 
erences; in other versions, gifts would be acquired and accrued by the Aliveness Project so that 
members could walk up and down the decked halls, matching their needs with what had already 
been provided. 

The physical generosity that the Aliveness Project has proved equally Protean, manifesting as 
cookies, toys, cookies, winterwear, gift cards, cash donations, more cookies, stockings, poinset- 
tias, personal protective equipment, whole meals, and cookies—always with an eye toward build- 
ing community through giving. 

If this brand of heroism is more to your liking than that of the Red Undie Run—well, as of 
press time, the particulars of 2021’s Holiday Gift Program are still being hammered out in Santa’s 
shop—but when these naughty words can be read by nice would-be helpers like yourselves, those 
deets should be posted on the website below. “I can say that we are looking to expand the Holiday 
Gift Program to ensure all our members have access to our Holiday Celebration,” Boyer reports. 
“We know how difficult the holidays were for everyone last year, and we want to make a joyful 
occasion for everyone this year.” 

Wearing nothing but your scarlet unmentionables is (probably) an option when volunteering 
for the Holiday Gift Program, but the practice is not, as with its bawdy sister event, a require- 
ment. Indeed, on December 4th, during the Red Undie Run, the day will be saved at the iconic 
Stone Arch Bridge by heroes of every shape—although, thanks to the effects wrought by the 
sub-freezing temperatures, the heroes themselves will probably all be the same, you know, size. ॥ 


The Aliveness Project 
RedUndieRun.org 


NORTHLAND VISIONS JOIN OUR 


NATIVE AMERICAN ART & GIFTS ' TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


š я а” Applicants should have experience with Mac 
NORTHLAND 4 Aem 1 software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
a platforms & database software such as Filemaker 
Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 
organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 
self direction, enjoys working with new people 


MINNI K ・ 
en and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
861 East Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, MN « 612-872-0390 + M-F 9-5:30PM Sat 9-5PM stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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THE RAINBOW LULLABY 


How One Son’s Grief Became a Groundbreaking 
Album of Queer Parent Experience 


By Conlan Carter 


Over the past 18 months of global pandemic, millions of Americans, stymied from their regular 
work, were abruptly tasked with finding a new way forward—through hobbies, side gigs, cross-coun- 
try moves—to make ends meet and feel productive. For Ryan Bauer-Walsh, a seasoned commercial 
performer and composer, this meant finding work as a painter—a side project fit for the temporary 
lapse in live performances. A call from his mother, fighting a losing battle with cancer, meant picking 
up and moving home. In the time following her passing, Bauer-Walsh returned to music, eventually 
writing and recording a handful of songs dedicated to his mother and the childhood he spent with her. 


Ро, S The songs eventually became a lullaby album, titled The Rainbow Lullaby, dedicated to the queer 
( =m. ой , experience and inspired by Bauer-Walsh's late mother. When Broadway Records (the Grammy-win- 
| `  minglabelthatlikely brought readers their favorite cast recording) picked up the album, what followed 


d * next was a communion of LGBTQ+ musical theatre legends—the type of passionate and steadfast 


KÄ 


^ B networking that only the theatre industry can provide. And like many theatre-related projects, it began 
Ne » with Bauer-Walsh's own circle: “I’m sort of a little theatre baby,” he says. “I came to New York in 2006 
Photo by Keys Los = y and immediately was in the circle of music directors and composers . . . And that only grew, so a lot of 
NS the composers [on the album] are people that I’m friends with that I really wanted to showcase their 
talents.” 


But with 25 tracks to fill on this one-of-a-kind album, Bauer-Walsh felt a desire to “see how broad 
[he] could make the voice of this album be.” Listeners of the album will hear original songs writ- 
ten to cover a diversity of gueer experiences, including songs about “Two Mama Flamingoes” 

settling in for the night (sung by Wicked actress Christine Dwyer, lyrics and music by 
Michelle Chamuel and David Dabbon), or a pair of Black kings (“The Beautiful Son” 
sung by Jamie Cepero and Jonathan Burke with lyrics and music by Dionne McClain 
Freeney). Advocacy for the LGBTO+ community, for Bauer-Walsh, requires an in- 

clusion of all the myriad identities under the gueer umbrella. 
And an album like The Rainbow Lullaby certainly fills a handful of gaps in vis- 
ibility. As the movement for gueer representation in media continues to unfurl after 
centuries in popular culture's closet, creators like Bauer-Walsh are finding new 
ways to share an authentic LGBTQ+ perspective: “I like passive activism,” he says. 

“I like arts activism. I like the gentleness that this album is. Just hearing two men's 
voices sing a lullaby to a child is activism to me.” For most LGBTQ+ parents, The 

Rainbow Lullaby could almost certainly be their first experience of having queer 

lullabies for their children. Following the AIDS crisis of the late-20th century, a 
generation of queer adults have had to make their way without role models, and 
new parents may find themselves looking for parental resources that feel famil- 
iar. “Things don’t have to be queer,” Bauer-Walsh notes, when asked about the al- 
bum’s place in modern queer families, “but this is one of those things where the 
pendulum has to swing more forcefully in one direction to maintain the center. 

And I think that what it will do is allow them to have this available to them when 

they want something that is unique to their family dynamic.” 

The album, released on October 28th (the anniversary of Bauer-Walsh’s moth- 
er’s passing), is available for purchase wherever digital music is sold and streamed, 
as well as BroadwayRecords.com. In the spirit of his mother’s life-long work in char- 
ity, all proceeds will be donated to the Ali Forney Center in New York, a community 
organization dedicated to protecting and providing resources for LGBTQ+ homeless 
youth. Bauer-Walsh also creates gender-neutral clothing for kids and adults, sold on 

Tinpin, and his stage and painting work can be found at https://www.ryanbauer- 
walsh.com/ (or for the social media savvy, Bauer-Walsh provides links to all of his 
projects and charity work on his Instagram @ryan.bauer.walsh). H 
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Health insurance 
for every 
Minnesota story 


Every family has a story. 
We can help find health 
coverage that fits yours. 


Get FREE help from our 
assisters at mnsure.org/help 


Unsure? Be Sure. MNsure.org 


NN MINNESOTA 


SENIOR LINKAGE LINE 


We Are Aging 


Connect with local resources: 
Medicare | Financial help | Housing 
Legal help | Services 


e Se inkAge Line® is a free statewide service of the Minnesota Board 8 0 0 -3 3 3 -243 3 
р WPartnership with Minnesota’s Area Agencies on Aging. 
4 
e* 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 41 


GIFT GUIDE 


Holiday 
Gift Guide 


Holiday Picks from Leather Life 
columnist Steve Lenius 


Tickle 


A Celebration of 
Leathersexuality 


20th Anniversary Edition 
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Silky Tie-Ups by Liberator 

Two four-foot-long, silky-soft sashes 
perfect for light bondage experimentation— 
or, for experienced players, something dif- 
ferent than the usual rope. Slip one end of 
the sash into the sewn-in loop on the other 
end and pull tight (but not too tight) for 
quick bondage around wrists or ankles. Also 
great as a blindfold. Machine-washable. 
Available in dark gray, red or pink. $39.99. At 
Smitten Kitten or smittenkittenonline.com. 


Fetish Play Dice by Ball & 
Chain 


Be spontaneous and spark your creativity 
with a roll of the dice. Two dice, one with 
verbs (like “tickle” “paddle” and “punish”), 
the other with parts of the body (including 
“above waist” “below waist” “ankles 

& legs” and “all over”). Dice terms are 
gender-neutral and orientation-neutral—fun 
for everybody and every body. $6.50. At 
Smitten Kitten or smittenkittenonline.com. 


Bondage Tape by Kinklab 

Light bondage for wrists and ankles, 
no knots necessary. This shiny vinyl “tape” 
sticks to itself without adhesive, so it won’t 
grab hair and isn't messy to remove. Also 
use creatively for body binding and decora- 
tion. Reusable—just roll it back up when 
you're done playing. 2" wide x 65 feet long. 
Available in black, red or pink. $9.99. At 
Bondesque or bondesque.com. 


Kinky Truth or Dare: Pick- 
A-Stick by Chronicle Books 


Game contains 50 sticks, each with a kink- 
centered question on one side and a kinky 
dare on the other. Draw a stick and see what 
happens. Game is inclusive of all genders 
and sexual orientations. $14.95. At Smitten 
Kitten or smittenkittenonline.com. 


Urban Aboriginals: 

A Celebration of 
Leathersexuality by 
Geoff Mains 
This groundbreaking book describes 
leathersex, and the leather community, as it 
was when this book was published in 1984. 
Even though much has changed since then, 
Urban Aboriginals has remained a classic 
book that still contains much of value for 
today's readers. $16.95. At Bondesque or 
bondesque.com. 


OPEN UP A CAN DF UFF DA 


BOOTLEGGER 
KOMBUCHA NOW 
AVAILABLE IN CANS! 


LOOK FOR US AT 
YOUR LOCAL GROCER 
OR BREWERY! 


WWW.BOOTLEGGERKOMBUCHA.COM 


Voted 
Best Eyewear Shop 
In Minnesota 


Ма Some 


See Different 


Uptown, New Brighton and Grand Avenue 
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SENSATION 


FINDING THE 
MOTHER TREE 


Discovering the 
Wisdom of the Forest 


SUZANNE SIMARD 


Sensation: The Madonna, the Mayor, the 


Media, and the First Amendment 

Arnold Lehman 

Merrell 

$35 
SENSATION minutely chronicles the uproar (death and bomb threats) 
over the 1999 opening in the Brooklyn Museum of the Young British 
Artists from the Saatchi Collection. Written by museum director Arnold 
Lehman, it took two decades to process the furor that prompted then 
mayor Rudy Giuliani, enraged by Chris Ofili’s “The Holy Virgin Mary” 
(that he never saw), to rescind the museum's municipal funding, and 
attempt to evict the museum from its landmark location. Not everyone's 
cup of tea— Damien Hirst's "AThousand Years" involved a cow's head, 
an ongoing supply of fly larvae, and bug zapper; "Virgin" came with 
elephant dung affixed (not “splattered,” not "smeared"). Despite raucous 
headlines: “The Battle of Brooklyn,’ "Rudy's Dung Deal,” 175,000 flocked 
to SENSATION, and the museum, funds restored, thrived. 


Finding the Mother Tree: Discovering the 
Wisdom of the Forest 


Suzanne Simard 

Alfred A. Knopf 

$29.95 
Simard is a tree-hugger. As were her British Columbian logging ances- 
tors, generations ago. Now, with clear-cutting, any tree not a cash crop 
is trash. Simard’s early work ignored, after more than three decades 
of rigorous experiments, peer-reviewed publications, detractors are 
listening. Simard gives evidence of arboreal communication systems via 
mycorrhizal webs connecting systems whereby various fungal strains 
on tree roots communicate, so others may be warned or nourished. Dry 
read? Hardly. This thread of words is reaching out to alert readers to a 
compelling science/memoir covering generations of Simards. Humans 
think “competition” while the forest, fungi—nature in the broadest 
sense—practice “cooperation.” 
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MARIA TATAR 


THE: 


HEROINE 
with 1001 


FACES ` 


HOW МҮ NONBINARY ART-NERD KID 
CHANGED (NEARLY) EVERYTHING | KNOW 


Holiday 
Gift Guide 


Holiday Picks from Books 
columnist E.B. Boatner 


The Heroine with 1,001 Faces 

MariaTatar 

Liveright 

$30 
A response to, not an attack on, Joseph Campbell's iconic, monumentally 
male-centric work, The Hero With a Thousand Faces, wherein Tatar, asks 
(then explores rigorously), Where are the female heroines? Did Penelope 
merely drench her sheets for 20 years, or was there more? The “1,001,” 
she explains, is not to better Campbell, but is a use of the Arabic "1,001" 
to designate a sum without end, and so, from Homer to Alcott to Disney 
and Hollywood here are heroines, voices muted, seeking agency over the 
centuries. 


Raising Ollie: How My Non-binary Art-Nerd 
Kid Changed (Nearly) Everything I Know 


Tom Rademacher (cover illustrations Olive Rademacher) 

University of Minnesota Press 

$18.95 
Eighth grade English teacher Tom Rademacher, 2014's Minnesota Teacher 
of the Year, details daughter Ollie's first year in a new school. Ollie (Ol- 
ive), seven, is smart. Exponentially so. By how many factors is unclear, 
but "smart" will do. Olive is nonbinary, uses they/them pronouns, loves 
to learn, but in school is often excruciatingly bored (dad discovered them 
researching local advanced school programs). Ollie self-teaches online; 
Spanish and Japanese, coding, 3-d modeling, video editing, writing and 
recording music. They hate bullying and bad design. This new school 
year brings both learning curves and chasms. 


Meaningful work. 


Looking for a flexible schedule doing something 
that matters? Watch the video and learn more about 
applying at https://rah-tc.net/employment/ 


PER HOUR 
THAN ANY 
OTHER 


STATION. 


100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


RADIO 


"T" 


= + Real College Radio x — 


FUN CITY DOGS 8 i 


Daycare & No Cage Boarding € ) 
15,000 sq ft of indoor and outdoor space. ж г 
Webcams ・ 24 - hour supervision ` 4 
South MPLS 


612-722-3647 RE 


www.funcitydogs.com Wherc'a dog can bea dos! : 


Interior design, fine home furnishings, 


ДК ; E 
and beautiful men's and women's apparel. 


the classic and contemporary, brought artfully together. 


MARTINPATRICKS 


THE NORTH LOOP | MPLS 
212 3RD AVE М SUITE 106 | WWW.MARTINPATRICK3.COM 
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SINGLE OCCUPANT RB 


SET BEFORE DRIVING | 


| MINNESOTA 


t 866 397 4324 < €G eo සූ | 


Holiday 
Gift Guide 


Holiday Picks from Our Rides 
columnist Randy Stern 
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No matter what you drive, there's always 
something to give that special person in your 
life to make mobility better for them. What do 
we suggest? 


E-ZPASS 


Did you know that MNPass is now 
E-ZPass? The toll-taking tag units actually do 
make your commute much better. Not only can 
you use it on the high-occupancy lanes within 
the Twin Cities, you can also use it for your 
trips back east! The E-ZPass can be used on toll 
roads across the Northeast, parts of the Mid- 
west, and in the South. Just start up an account 
for $25 and let it collect tolls for you. Think of 
this as a gift for your vehicle. On those long 
road trips, it will thank you many times over. 
Available through the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation. Starts from $25.00. www. 
dot.state.mn.us/ezpassmn 


CELL PHONE MOUNT 


If you want to try your hand at driving 
for an app-based shared ride service, you're 
going to need one of these. This is not just for 
commercial purposes; anyone who has a phone 
in their vehicle must adhere to the law, which 
states that you cannot pick up a cell phone 
while driving. If your vehicle does not have a 
smartphone link or a Bluetooth connection, you 
can still have your phone attached to a mount 
on your vehicle. You can still take calls and get 
directions from your navigation app while the 
phone is mounted in your car. It is perhaps the 
handiest item one can have when on the road. 
Available at Best Buy, Amazon.com, and other 
retailers. Priced from $8.95 and up. 


DASH CAMS 


With the uptick in offensive driving 
across our region, sometimes it pays to have 
evidence when you see something and cannot 
readily say something about it. Setting up an 
in-vehicle camera system — ог dash сат —іѕ 
a good way to get information on collisions, 
thefts, or other on-road incidents available to 
insurance companies and law enforcement. 
Available through Best Buy and other retailers, 
including online sources. Priced from $50.00 
and up. 


PET TRAVEL PRODUCTS 


Traveling with your pet? There are plenty 
of items available to make them comfortable 
while you're on the road. These products range 
from seat harnesses and protectors, portable 
water and food receptacles, dog carriers and 
backpacks, even booster seats. We love our pets 
and we want them to feel safe and happy while 
on a road trip. Not to mention, these items fit 
most vehicles —even the front passenger seat 
of a sports car! 

Available through your local pet store or online 
retailers. 


Continued on page 50 


ШАТ 
ч () TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 


651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
We Take Care of you and your vehicle 


Includes base pay commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Volunteer! 
Hennepin County 2022 Advisory Boards 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker — Adult Mental Health Local Advisory Council - Mental Commitment Attorney Panel 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of - Capital Budgeting Task Force Advisory Board 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to - Race Equity Advisory Council 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


- City Planning Commission (Minneapolis) 


— County Extension Committee — Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Board 
(University of Minnesota Extension) - Watershed District Boards: 


= Human Resources Board Lower Minnesota River and Minnehaha Creek 


- Library Board 
Please send your cover letter and resume to i N 

Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. Application deadline: Friday, December 31, 2021 ГЕН 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com hennepin.us/advisoryboards 


BOOK ONLINE: 


MORJANCOUTURE.COM 


612.447.8903 


M 
MORJAN 


GET-OUT-AND-GO 


Custom-Made Clothing 6 Tailoring for 
Winter/Holiday Attire 
Store Features Local Artists 


21 1st St. NW, Osseo, MN 5536 
763.425.2178 • www.HeinenMotorSports.com 


PIONEER 1000-5 IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES 
(SIDE-BY-SIDES) CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, DRIVE RESPONSIBLY. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE 
PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. 
AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO 
“MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION" AND READ THE OWNER'S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE 
VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE AFTER CONSUMING DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, OR ON PUBLIC ROADS. DRIVER AND PASSENGERS MUST BE 
TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. 
PASSENGER MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. Pioneer is a registered trademark of Honda Motor Co, Ца. ©2020 American Honda Motor Co, Inc. (7/20) 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 
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The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 
http://www.thecowlescenter.org 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 

www stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVIGE 


HOME SERVIGES 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


HAGENS 2252 


Estimates 7am-5pm e All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


J EJ s YOUR TARGET? — 


Sight-in Package Cost 
z IB. 
- $50* 


| RW 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


| හශ * 11 


EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based “Account 
Executive” to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven & 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
+ commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
life insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
letter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
lavendermagazine.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR v 
SEXUAL WELLNE 


612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


fitness with compassion 


specializingin: 
weight loss cardio training 
women and senior fitness 
muscle mass and strength 


fitnesswithcompassion.com 
fitnesswithcompassion@gmail.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


(2 


Licensed, Bonded % Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


After a Century of Service - 
li We Know Our Business 


McQUILLAN- 


24 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Darnage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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REAL ESTATE 


Nare alber [can 
COLDWELL BANKER Lie Wel. Inest Wisely 


REALTY | 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 


* 612.387.3985 


ම CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 


© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY || Properties 
HomeServices 
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Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
BI-WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FORA 
® CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. — 


LAVENDER LINK IS A BI-WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 49 


GIFT GUIDE 


CAR WASH AND DETAILING ITEMS 


If the pandemic taught us anything, it's that 
we must be on top of taking care of our vehicles. That 
includes keeping it clean. This is something you can do 
yourself. All you need is a hose, a bucket and plenty of 
great car wash and finishing items that make your ride 
sparkle and shine. Unlike a car wash, doing all of this 
yourself puts you in control of how you want the car, 
truck or SUV to look. Plus, it prevents someplace else 
from damaging your vehicle—such as a car wash. There 
is no particular brand we recommend, because they all 
do a great job at their particular task. Ask an expert on 
what they use for their vehicle. 
Available at auto parts stores and larger retailers with 
an automotive section. 


WINTER TIRES 


Winter is coming. If not, it’s already here. Living 
in the Upper Midwest, we already anticipate that our 
roads will be slick with snow, ice, sleet, slush, and so 
forth. We always say that the best way to make your 
winter drive safe is to get a set of winter tires. Over the 
years, we featured vehicles that wore a set of winter 
shoes, and we can speak on the benefits of why you 
should have a set of them on your vehicle. If you know 
of someone who needs a set of winter tires, be a good 
friend or family member and gift them a set! They'll be 
safe for the holidays! 

Available through your local tire retailer orTireRack. 
com. 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 2022 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ- guide featuring LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, 
Organizations and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 8, 2021 
Published: December 30, 2021 


Call 612-436-4660 24% еле your space today. 
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THURSDAY 


_  РЕСЕМВЕВ2 ° 5:30 - 8:00 P 


CENTRAL N.E. 


700 CENTRAL AVE. NE « MINNEAPOLIS 


FREE ramp parking in back of restaurant 


PRESENTED BY: 


TRULY = 


HARD SELTZER 
TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 
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